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Critical Thinking in History and Geography

Most historians and geographers agree that there are certain big ideas
that need to be grasped in order to understand social studies. One way
to approach the big ideas is to ask critical thinking questions. Here are
some examples.

Questions to ask while studying history:

+ How did things get to be as they are today?

+ What groups of people am I a part of? What are their origins?

+ How should we judge the actions of others in the past?

+ Are things getting better or are they getting worse?

« What stories about the past should I believe? On what grounds?

+ Which stories should we tell? What about the past is significant
enough to pass on to other generations?

« What can we do to make the world a better place?

Questions to ask while studying geography:
* What is a place like?
« Why is a place located where it is?
« How are we connected to places?
+ How are we connected to the environment?

+ What is our responsibility to the environment?

Understanding the Critical Thinking Icon

In Horizons, a Critical Thinking Icon will appear at the start of each
chapter. Several parts of the icon will be highlighted, showing you which
critical-thinking elements are the focus of the chapter. These elements are
meant to guide you in your critical examinations of the people, places,
and events you will study in the text.

However, it is important to remember that each element of the
Critical Thinking Icon can be applied to any issue or subject you wish to
study. On pages viii—ix, you will see examples of how each element of
the icon can be applied to a specific issue—in this case, communications
technology. Each element within the icon focuses on a different area of
critical inquiry. Think of this example as a framework for increasing your
understanding on any issue that you may come across, both at school
and in your everyday life.
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Location — absolute
and relative

"Where are we?”

Human/environmental
interaction

Place - physical and
cultural characteristics

"How have we
changed the land?”

"How does the
landscape affect us?”

Movement of people, Regions - formal,
ideas, objects functional, perceptual
"How are ideas "How can we describe

exchanged?” this area?”

FIGURE 1-2 The five themes of geography provide a framework that allows you to select and
organize information.

Geography begins with posing questions and gathering information.
The five themes of geography are a convenient way to help you gather and
organize this information. You can then examine the information and
draw conclusions from your questions, making the five themes a valuable
tool in helping you to develop a geographic perspective. Looking for pat-
terns in the events, problems, or issues presented in Horizons helps you
study the behaviour of people in their environments both in the past and
in the present.

Location

Why do we need to know where people or places are located? Knowing

the location of people or places is usually the first step in the process of

a geographic study. Absolute locations are very precise, in terms of posi-
tion on the globe. For example, Kelowna, British Columbia, is located at
49 degrees north latitude and 119 degrees west longitude. Relative loca-
tions are described by time, direction, or distance from one place to
another: Kelowna is approximately 400 km east of Vancouver, 600 km west
of Calgary, 110 km north of the United States border, and 1100 km south
of the Yukon border.

geographic perspective a way of
looking at and understanding the world

latitude the distance of any point
north or south of the equator, measured
up to 90 degrees

longitude the distance of any point

east or west of the Prime Meridian,
measured up to 180 degrees

Canada: Making Connections 7


























































































Boundaries: The Lines on a Map

As people settle in a place for any length of time, they come to identify
with the area, calling themselves New Brunswickers or British Columbians.
The physical and natural landscape, together with climate, can shape peo-
ple’s lives and affect their identity. People in Saskatchewan identify with

the big sky and open prairie, while those living in the Atlantic Provinces are

affected by the ocean. In British Columbia, the mild climate, the moun-
tains, and the ocean have an impact on people’s lifestyles.

These provincial and territorial boundaries are familiar to us, and it is
easy to forget that they are artificial. Before European settlement, the First
Nations, Métis, Inuit, early explorers, and traders divided the land accord-
ing to its natural boundaries—pbhysical features of the Shield, lowlands,
plains, mountains, rivers, and forests. While some political boundaries
follow natural features, most do not.

Eventually, frontier zones were replaced by political boundaries.
Geographic knowledge of some remote areas was limited, which led to
strange decisions and sometimes conflict. An example is the 49th parallel
of latitude, which set the boundary between British and American
territory in the West. People who had been accustomed to crossing a natu-
ral area were now hemmed in by lines on a map. Also, due to climate
change and the loss of pack ice, Canadians now face a new problem in
establishing political boundaries in the Arctic.

‘. Point : = >
\.Roberts [

-
§ === International
border
) ™
—— Main roads
= Main highways
¥ W

FIGURE 1-43 This map of the Canada/U.S. boundary shows how lines on a map pay little
attention to natural features, as in the case of Point Roberts, or the route through the
Gulf Islands.

Dip You Know...

The Territory of Nunavut
was officially created in
1999, but discussions
about the division of the
Northwest Territories had
begun as early as 1980.

In 1992, a special vote was
taken among residents of
the territory to approve
the proposed boundary
lines. While some groups
protested the division of
traditional hunting lands,
a majority approved the
new boundary.

Canada: Making Connections
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SKILLBUILDER

One of the most important tasks
that historians and geographers
do is to ask questions about their
subjects. As a student, you are
probably more used to answering
questions than asking them.
However, asking questions is a way
to focus your inquiry and to apply
critical thinking skills.

As you read this text, continue
to ask questions. You can also write
them down as you work through
the text. The practice of writing your
questions can help you understand
the material. It can also uncover
new perspectives, inspire fresh
ideas, and lead you to new and
interesting information.

The 5W + H Model

There are many different types

of questions. Most questions

follow the 5W + H model. Think of
approaching a historical event as

if you were a reporter. For example,

Question Type

Causal
(look for causes of events)

Asking Questions

if you were approaching the prob-
lem of land in Upper Canada,
you might look for answers to these
questions:
1. Who was affected by land
division in Upper Canada?
2. Where did it happen most
often?
. When did it happen?
. Why did it happen where it did?
5. How did it affect Aboriginal
peoples?
6. What could have been done
to address the issue fairly?

W

Factual and Opinion
Questions

Factual questions usually require
simple, straightforward answers.
Other questions are not so straight-
forward—they can have more than
one answer. They may ask someone
to provide expert judgement and
can bring out different perspectives
on a topic.

History Examples

What caused the increase of
immigration to Upper and Lower
Canada?

In the examples of the 5W + H
questions shown here, questions
1 to 3 are factual. Question 4 could
have a factual answer, or it could
require expert opinions to analyze
complicated causes. Questions 5
and 6 could require expert judge-
ment and will also draw out differ-
ent perspectives.

Research Questions

As you work with this text, you will
be asked to research different top-
ics as part of your study. Research
questions will help you focus your
inquiry and find answers more
quickly. (Refer to the Skills Tool Kit,
page 368, for more information on
the research process.)

There are three types of
research questions: causal, com-
parative, and speculative. To find
out more about each type of ques-
tion, examine the table below.

Geography Examples

What geographic features encouraged
newcomers to settle in certain areas?

Comparative
(make comparisons)

How does life today compare to life
for the colonists and Aboriginal
peoples of that time?

What differences can be seen
between communities of that time
and communities today?

Speculative
(infer the answer)

How might life have been different for
Aboriginal peoples if immigrants had
not come to the colonies?

What type of industry would be
best suited for the conditions in the
colonies at that time?
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Critical Thinking
Questions

Asking critical thinking questions
can help you see beyond what you
are reading on the page. These
types of questions will also help
you understand different perspec-
tives. You will begin to form your

own point of view and defend that
position, while discovering what
you think and why.

For example, as you study
immigration to Upper and Lower
Canada after 1814, you may want
to ask questions such as these:

1. What is the issue?
2. What are possible solutions?

3. What are the consequences?

4. Whose point of view is
expressed? Is there an oppos-
ing point of view?

5. What is the significance of this
person or event?

APPLY IT

1. Choose a person or topic you have recently studied
in this book. Write six questions for which you
would like to know the answers.

a) What types of questions would you find most
useful?

b) Which question do you consider the most
important? Explain.

2. Look at the map shown below. Explain how the
types of questions discussed above can be used to

better understand and analyze the map. Give four
examples of questions that can be asked about
the map.

3. Use the questions you created in question 1 to do

some additional research on the person or topic.
Keep a short journal to explain how the questions
helped guide your research. Did the questions
change as you went along? Why or why not?
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The Situation in Lower Canada

Lower Canada also had serious political problems, which were worsened
because the ruling class in Lower Canada was English, and the majority
of the population was French. With language and cultural roots dating
back to Champlain, French Canadians had never completely adjusted to
British rule.

Exposed to the democratic ideals of the French and American
Revolutions, and to the democracy of the United States, many French
Canadians found British rule without democracy intolerable. Lower
Canada’s equivalent to the Family Compact, the Chateau Clique, con-
trolled government and business. It included merchants, such as English
brewer and banker John Molson, and former British army officers. The
Chéteau Clique was supported by church hierarchy and wealthy French-
Canadian landowners. Both had considerable influence in Lower Canada.
Even those who were destined to become leaders of the Rebellions of 1837,
such as Louis-Joseph Papineau, came from seigneurial families.

The English-speaking minority in Lower Canada still had most of
the wealth and power, even though they formed less than one quarter
of the population. Many French people believed that the seigneurs and
the Church had “sold out” to the English. An attempt to unite Upper
and Lower Canada in 1822—and to make English the official language—
seemed like an attack on French culture and society.

Power Structure

Upper Canada Lower Canada

Petty Nobility
(administrators)

Petty Nobility

(administrators) Bourgeoisie
(merchants)
Bourgeoisie
(merghants) The People
T (colonists—Eastern Townships)
The People H
|7 (colonists and artisans) —‘ EngIISh
Clergy,
Seigneurs

Petite-bourgeoisie
(lawyers, notaries, doctors)

The People
(habitants, artisans)

French
FIGURE 2-29 This chart shows how the population of Lower Canada saw the power structure

of their society. Why would the clergy and the seigneurs still have a place in this structure,
even after British rule began?
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Even though the results of Durham’s actions were generally beneficial,
he made enemies, particularly among those who had lost property during
the rebellions. Many complained about him to Britain. Durham realized
he had little support—even his pardons were overturned—so he resigned
and went home to England to complete his report.

The Durham Report is an important document in Canada’s history.
It recommended that Upper and Lower Canada be joined together and
given responsible government. It also recommended that all the colonies
of British North America be brought together.

However, the Durham Report was not well received in Lower Canada.
It proposed the same union that had been rejected in 1822. Durham’s
opinions about the French were well known, and his solution was to force
the French to assimilate into English Canada.

Union and Beyond

Durham had correctly reasoned that peace could never be achieved in
Canada without some form of democracy. His recommendations for
responsible government came as a result of his own liberal ideas, those of
his advisors, and those of moderate reformers such as Robert Baldwin and
Louis LaFontaine. This responsible government would not represent an
independent country, however. Canada would still be a colony of Britain,
which would control external affairs and the military.

Durham proposed changes to the structure of the colonial govern-
ment, including removing the power of the Legislative Council to make
laws. Although Durham’s proposal became the basis for our present sys-
tem of government, governors who followed him were either unwilling or
unable to make the change. Nevertheless, reform leaders in both colonies
continued to press for responsible government.

A United Canada

Durham’s union proposal was accepted by the British government and by
his successor as governor, Lord Sydenham. Sydenham was instructed

by the British government to bring about unity and, in spite of protests

in Lower Canada, used the Act of Union of 1840 to make it happen. In
1841, Lower Canada and Upper Canada ceased to exist. They became the
Province of Canada, with Montreal as its capital. Union was accomplished
without the support or participation of the French. In fact, the Act of

Union even declared that all government documents were to be in English.

These actions created problems that even today have not been fully
resolved.

Dip You Know...

Lord Durham concluded
that the real problem in the
Canadas was the cultural
conflict between the English
and the French. As a result,
he recommended the
assimilation of French
culture through union and
the immigration of English-
speaking people.

The Colonists: Land and Government
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FIGURE 3-15 These two maps
show settlement patterns.

The first shows Anishinabé
reserves in the mid-1800s, where
the Anishinabé were sent to live
by the government. The second
map shows the location of towns
and cities at that time. What
conclusions can you draw by
comparing these two maps?

As colonial settlement moved into Aboriginal territories, land buyers
pressured the government to sell them the best land. Sometimes, immi-
grants and local governments challenged the terms of established treaties,
forcing Aboriginal leaders to defend what had already been agreed to.
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To achieve this, self-government was needed. Still the colonial gover-
nors who came after Durham did not like the idea. Even though Governor
Charles Bagot had brought reformers such as Robert Baldwin and Louis-
Hippolyte LaFontaine into the councils, Bagot did not think that he had to
do what other people wanted. In other words, the governor still governed,
not the elected Assembly. This was not responsible, democratic govern-
ment. It would take direction from Britain for any change to be made.

Lord Elgin and Responsible Government

In 1846, the British government appointed James Bruce, Lord Elgin, as
governor general of Canada. As Lord Durham’s son-in-law, Elgin shared
some of Durham’s ideas for reform. Elgin’s job was to make responsible
government a reality. This policy would help relieve Britain of economic
responsibility for the colonies while still keeping them in the British
Empire. (It was becoming too expensive for Britain to continue to govern,
defend, and economically support the colonies.) Elgin set out to make
Canada a semi-independent nation and to introduce enough democracy
that the citizens of the new nation would not be drawn into a revolution—
as the Americans had in 1775.

Governor
Executive Legislative
Council Council
;P
<,
"30(,0%‘
ALY
ki,
) %
Legislative
Assembly

Elected by the people

FIGURE 3-20 Responsible government meant that the elected Assembly had the real
authority to make laws. In time, the Executive Council would become today’s Cabinet, and
the Legislative Council would become today’s Senate. What is the modern equivalent to the
Legislative Assembly?

Dip You Know...

In 1848, Nova Scotia became
the first British colony in the
world to achieve responsible
government. Journalist and
politician Joseph Howe (see
page 112) had led the call for

reform.

WEB LINK

Read more about the modern-day
structure and functions of the
Canadian federal government on the
Pearson Web site.
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whip the person who is responsible for
ensuring discipline and solidarity within
a political party

coalition in politics, when one or more

political parties or interest groups work
together to achieve a common goal
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FIGURE 3-24 The colonies of British North America covered vast territories but had a
much smaller population than the United States. Why were Canadians afraid of American
expansion?

The Promise of Better Government

Confederationists promised to replace an inefficient system with better
government, especially in Canada East and Canada West, which together
were called the Province of Canada. Today, modern political parties keep
members of the party in line—and working with the leader—so that
everyone in the party speaks with one voice. The person responsible for
party discipline is called the whip. The whip ensures that members of the
party vote together on bills. While this practice reduces the independence
of members, it also makes the party stronger and more efficient.

By contrast, the government of the Province of Canada was filled with
independent politicians who answered to no one. These members could
topple a government by voting against one of its bills, a situation that
created crisis after crisis as governments tried to survive. The government
of Canada was always made up of a number of parties—a coalition. If
even one party left the coalition, the government would fall. Governments
survived by doing nothing. People hoped that Confederation would
bring change.




Party Politics

Political parties were a relatively new concept in pre-Confederation
Canada. A political party attracts people who have similar ideas and goals.
In Canada, political parties formed to represent the interests of the French
and the English. Other groups, including Aboriginal peoples, had no rep-
resentation and no party. Parties developed a platform, which described
the changes they wanted to make and how they would achieve their goals.

In Canada East, Louis-Joseph Papineau, former radical and rebel, led
the Parti Rouge. It represented French-speaking farmers and business people,
wanted American-style government, and despised the Act of Union. The
Parti Bleu, led by George-Etienne Cartier, had similar support but focused
more on economic development and the protection of French-Canadian
culture and rights. It was not as radical as the Parti Rouge, and it had the
support of the Catholic Church. The Parti Bleu was prepared to work with
politicians in Canada West to achieve its goals, as long as English Canada
did not threaten French interests.

In Canada West, the Clear Grits, a more radical party, was led by
George Brown. Brown was the publisher of the Toronto newspaper, The

Globe. The Grits attacked corruption in government, wanted more democ- corruption in politics, taking bribes or
racy, and defended English-Canadian interests. Brown was an abrasive man :j:fnf[’a”;es influence to gain an unfair

who disliked both Catholics and the French, and he made enemies easily,
so an alliance between the Grits and a French party was unlikely.

-
-

FIGURE 3-25 George-Etienne Cartier was a wealthy Francophone FIGURE 3-26 George Brown used his newspaper, which is today’s

who invested in railways. As a young man, he was part of the The Globe and Mail, to spread his views. Why would owning a
Lower Canada rebellion. Later, Cartier was a driving force behind newspaper, or any media outlet, be an advantage to a politician?
Confederation. Why do you think Cartier would have changed his Do you think individual politicians should be allowed to own
mind about Canada? media?
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The conference delegates had made decisions about Confederation,
but they still needed their legislatures to approve the proposal. Whether
the issue was railway building or the powers of Ottawa, there was a lot of
opposition. Powerful speakers such as A.A. Dorion of Quebec and Joseph
Howe spoke against Confederation. Others, such as Thomas D’Arcy
McGee, who was later assassinated, were for it.

Although all the delegates to the conference were men, they were
accompanied by their families. Unofficial activities included banquets and
balls (see page 83). Only recently have historians discussed the influence of
the women present at these events. Although they were relegated to the
background, they certainly played a role. As one historian wrote, they helped
build a “sense of communal solidarity” among participants who were other-
wise divided by language and politics.

New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Canada agreed to Confederation, but
needed the agreement of the British government. In 1867, the British
Parliament passed the British North America Act, which created the new
Dominion of Canada.

On July 1, 1867, Canadians celebrated their new Dominion in style.
Communities all across the new provinces had parties, concerts, and fire-
works. Plans were already being made to bring the Northwest and British
Columbia into Confederation, and it was hoped that Newfoundland and
Prince Edward Island would join too.
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FIGURE 3-33 Canada at Confederation, 1867

Dip You Know...

While Newfoundland and
Labrador was the last colony
of that time to join
Confederation in 1949, the
creation of Nunavut in 1999
made that territory the last
region of Canada to
officially join the country.

Building a Nation
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Hanuheiier Selections from the British North America Act

Clause Item Excerpt from the Act

3 Taxation The raising of money on the public credit.

7 National defence Militia, military and Naval Service.

14-21 Regulation of banks, Currency and Coinage; Banking, Incorporation of Banks, and the Issue of
currency, and other Paper Money; Savings Banks; Weights and Measures; Bills of Exchange and
economic necessities Promissory Notes, Interest; Legal Tender; Bankruptcy and Insolvency.

24 Aboriginal affairs Indians, and Land reserved for the Indjans.

27,28 Criminal law and jails The criminal Law, except the Constitution of Courts of Criminal Jurisdiction,

but including the Procedure in Criminal Matters.
The Establishment, Maintenance, and Management of Penitentiaries.

The Powers of the Provincial Government (Section 92)

Clause Item Excerpt from the Act

2 Limited powers of Direct Taxation within the Province in order to the raising of a Revenue for
taxation Provincial Purposes.

5 Lands The Management and Sale of the Public Lands belonging to the Province and

of the Timber and Wood thereon.

7 Health care The Establishment, Maintenance, and Management of Hospitals, Asylums,
Charities and Eleemosynary Institutions in and for the Province, other than
Marine Hospitals.

8 Local government Municipal Institutions in the Province.

10 Roads and bridges Lines of Steam or other Ships, Railways, Canals, telegraphs, and other Works
and Undertakings connecting the Province with any other or others of the
Provinces, or extending beyond the limits of the Province.

14 Provincial courts The Administration of Justice in the Province, including the Constitution,
Maintenance, and Organization of Provincial Courts, both of Civil and Criminal
Jurisdiction, and including procedure in Civil Matters in those Courts.

Note: Education is exclusively given to the provincial legislatures in Section 93.

ACTIVITIES

1. Prepare a PMI (Plus/Minus/Interesting) chart on the 2. |f the BNA Act was drawn up today, would it be
sections of the British North America Act featured different? Would there be similarities? Explain.
in this chapter.
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hivernants employees of the NWC
who lived in the Northwest year-round

factor an agent who conducts business
on someone’s behalf

Dip You Know...

HBC factors, who ran
business in the trading
posts, were often from the
Orkney Islands, located

off the coast of northern
Scotland. HBC directors
considered these men to be
both physically hardy and
trustworthy.

Differences Between the Hudson’s Bay Company and the North West Company

Hudson’s Bay Company

North West Company

Effect

Managed from London

Managed from Montreal

New employees and
instructions took longer to
arrive from London

Only London directors
could share in company
profits

Hivernants, partners who
worked in the Northwest
year-round, could share
in company profits

The NWC had employees
in the Northwest with an
added incentive to expand
business

Would not bargain; would
not trade alcohol

Open to bargaining;
would trade alcohol

NWC was often seen
as the more popular
company to deal with

Held to a “stay by the
bay” policy

Explored deeply into the
Northwest, setting up
forts along major rivers

It was easier for First
Nations trappers to reach
NWC trading forts

Discouraged partnerships
with First Nations women;
only factors were allowed
to marry

Encouraged partnerships
with First Nations women;
all ranks were allowed

to marry

Although the HBC later
changed this policy, NWC
traders had a social and
economic advantage

due to their links to First
Nations

Identify what you think made each company successful.
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FIGURE 4-3 Major trading posts and routes of the HBC and NWC around 1820. Describe the
geographic advantages and disadvantages each company might have had. Revisit Chapter 1
for more information on Canada’s physical regions if necessary.






voyageur someone hired to transport
goods by canoe from one trading post
to another

portage to carry boats and goods
around dangerous parts of a river

beam the most extreme width of a
vessel, usually at the mid-point
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Getting Around the Northwest

Exploration and trade in the Northwest meant travelling on the region’s
extensive system of rivers and lakes. Unfortunately, rivers do not always
run in the same direction you are travelling, nor do they easily connect.
Rapids and waterfalls forced voyageurs to portage, or carry, both boat and
cargo on land to the next part of the river.

The North West Company used canoes adapted from those tradition-
ally used by the First Nations. To travel from Fort William to Montreal, the
NWC used the large canot du maitre; for journeys within the Northwest,
they used the slightly smaller canot du nord. The Hudson’s Bay Company
used York boats, which were based on small fishing boats developed by
Orkney islanders in Scotland. They came in two sizes, and the larger boat
was used on main routes.

The York boat had a number of advantages over canoes. They were
sturdier than canoes and could withstand collisions with rocks or other
hazards. They could also be used later in the year because they were ice-
worthy. With its greater beam and high bow, a York boat was also steadier
than a canoe. York boats could withstand sudden lake storms, which
might swamp loaded canoes. The York boat also had a large sail, which
increased speed and helped the crew save their energy for portages.

7

FIGURE 4-5 York boats photographed in the late 1880s. Why were the fur traders so reliant
on water travel?






Dip You Know...

Traditionally, First Nations
in the Northwest boiled
food by placing hot stones
in a birchbark container.
The iron pot, introduced
by European traders, was
highly prized technology—
it made heating water and
food much easier.

oral tradition a way of remembering
the past through stories and spoken
explanation, rather than in writing,
although objects to aid memory were
also used

The Impact of the Fur Trade

The fur trade had a significant impact on First Nations in North America.
Most First Nations became so deeply involved in the fur trade that it dis-
rupted their way of life. As competition between the North West Company
and the Hudson’s Bay Company intensified, First Nations trappers
responded to the increased demand for furs by spending more time and
resources on trapping. They chose to set aside parts of their yearly cycle of
fishing, hunting, and preserving food, knowing that they could use the
furs to buy supplies of flour, sugar, and bacon from the trading posts.

However, this practice would no longer work when local populations
of fur-bearing animals were hunted to near extinction. Without furs, the
money to buy supplies was also gone. Many First Nations families, facing
starvation, were forced to move to new areas.

Contact with Europeans also exposed the First Nations to illnesses
against which they had no immunity. The two deadliest epidemics were
smallpox and measles. As you will discover in later chapters of Horizons,
First Nations populations were frequently destroyed by epidemics. In the
Northwest, the Dene and the Cree around Hudson Bay were seriously
affected by disease between 1780 and 1782. One European trader noted
that a First Nations community of 29 had been reduced to just three peo-
ple during a single winter. Such outbreaks were devastating to cultures
that survived on oral tradition.
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FIGURE 4-6 These maps show the movement of some First Nations during the 18th
century. As fur-bearing animals became scarce in one area, people moved elsewhere.
How did such movement affect relations between different nations?















The map shown here was
drawn by Peter Fidler, an HBC
trader and explorer in 1802,
but it was based on a sketch by
Ki oo cus (Little Bear), a Siksika
chief. It shows the topographic
features of the central region of
what is now Alberta, Saskatchewan,
and the northern United States.
This is what geographers call a
“mind map.” It shares informa-
tion about a cultural landscape,
as described in Chapter 1.

APPLY IT

1. What physical features does Ki oo cus include
on the map? Why are these features important?
Why include berry patches on the map?

The purpose of a mind map is
to recall important places, their rel-
ative distance, why a location may
be important, and any significant
features of the terrain (a swift-
flowing river or particularly rugged
landscape, for instance). For exam-
ple, Ki oo cus notes the location of
important berry bushes (an excel-
lent source of “trail food™). This
map is one of several adapted by
Fidler, who used them as the basis
of his own maps of the area.

buy food

2. Provide three reasons fur traders would find

Ki oo cus’ map useful.

3. Use your memory to create your own mind map
of the area near your home and school. Include

these key locations:
® your house
® your school

* main roads

The region shown on this
map was not formally mapped
until 1865, when explorers from
the Palliser Expedition published
their map of Canada from Lake
Superior to the Okanagan Valley.
Their map confirmed that most
of Ki 0o cus’ information—although
collected without any mapping
technology—was accurate.

® bus stops (if you use public transportation)

¢ places where you shop, and stores where you

¢ where you work (if you have a part-time job)

Now add other locations that are important to you.
For example, the houses of friends and relatives,
a park you like to visit, or landmarks you feel are

special. Anything else that is important to you and
your life can be considered part of this cultural

landscape.
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Choosing the Red River Valley

Selkirk had learned that the soil of the Red River Valley was especially fer-
tile. He also knew that it was expensive for the HBC to ship food and other
supplies from England to its employees in the Northwest. Selkirk felt he
could help both the tenant farmers and the HBC by creating a farming
colony, the Selkirk Settlement, in the Red River Valley. The farmers would
be able to maintain their way of life in a new land, and the HBC would
have a source of farm products to supply its operations.

Selkirk Settlement also called the
Red River Colony; a settlement
organized by the Earl of Selkirk in what
is now southern Manitoba

Dip You Know...

Selkirk conducted extensive
research for his newest
settlement, but he failed to
consider the difficult
climate of the Northwest,
which was far harsher than
that of Scotland.

144 Chapter 4

In 1811, Selkirk convinced the HBC to grant him 300 000 square kilo-
metres in what is now southern Manitoba and North Dakota. Selkirk and
the HBC felt they had a legal right to this territory because it was part of
Rupert’s Land. Neither gave much thought to the people already living in
the region, and how they might react to the arrival of colonists.

In 1811, 36 Scottish and Irish labourers left Britain under the com-
mand of an ex-militia officer named Miles Macdonell. Their job was to
travel to the Selkirk Grant to find a suitable spot for the colonists.
However, they arrived at York Factory in late summer and were forced to
spend the winter there. They did not arrive at Red River until the end of
August 1812. Only two months later, more than 100 men, women, and
children arrived. They were forced to seek shelter at Fort Pembina, surviv-
ing on local supplies of pemmican.
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FIGURE 4-16 The Selkirk Grant. Use an atlas to find out what this area is like today and what
it is used for. Why did Selkirk choose this area for his settlement?




































Dip You Know...

Employees of the HBC had
ownership of land they
lived on and had farmed for
at least three years. The
Meétis believed that if they
cleared and farmed land,
they owned it. However,
there had been no legal
survey of landholdings in
the Red River Valley. Nor did
the Métis possess “official”
ownership of their land.

Canada Purchases Rupert’s Land

Politicians such as John A. Macdonald were interested in creating a
Dominion of Canada, one that stretched from coast to coast. At the same
time, the HBC realized that running Rupert’s Land was becoming too
expensive. The company decided to give up control of Rupert’s Land.

Soon after Confederation, in 1867, the Canadian government and the
HBC began negotiations to transfer control of Rupert’s Land. The HBC did
not consult those living in the Red River Settlement. Rumours regarding the
deal soon began to circulate, and everyone was worried, especially the Métis.

In 1868, government surveyors arrived in the Red River Valley to
survey the area. The surveyors assumed that the riverside farms of the
Métis were not legally owned.

An agreement on the transfer of Rupert’s Land was signed in
November 1869. The Canadian government then joined Rupert’s Land
with the North-Western Territory, renaming the entire region the North-
West Territories in 1870.
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FIGURE 4-27 Rupert’s Land and the North-Western Territory were joined together to become
the North-West Territories in 1870. What would be the consequence of this change in the
political landscape?

1. How did immigrants from Canada drastically
change the composition of the population of the
Red River Settlement between 1860 and 18707
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2. Discuss why both the Canadian government and
the HBC might have ignored the interests of those
living in the Red River Valley.
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Dip You Know...

Land speculation still takes
place today when real estate
investors buy land or
buildings that they hope to
sell at a profit. This practice
is often called “flipping.”

Land Speculation in Manitoba

Land speculation, the practice of buying and selling land for a profit, had
existed in Manitoba before the Red River Resistance. Many people in Red
River had taken part in land speculation, including Louis Riel. However,
combined with the new scrip system and environmental factors, it became
a serious problem.

With the militia’s intimidating presence, many Métis found life in Red
River very uncomfortable. Also, by the early 1870s, the number of bison
decreased significantly in the eastern Prairies. With the bison went a large
part of the Métis economy, and the slow process of land distribution led
many frustrated Métis to sell their land entitlements to the nearest specu-
lator and leave. In many cases, these entitlements were sold for far less
than what the scrip was worth—sometimes for as little as $30 or $40.
Speculators who purchased these entitlements could then convert them to
scrip, making a profit.

By the mid-1870s, many Métis had left Manitoba. They moved west
and north, wanting to recreate the way of life they had enjoyed in Red
River. Some settled in established Métis communities near Fort
Edmonton, on the North Saskatchewan River. More took up land near the
junction of the North and South Saskatchewan Rivers near Prince Albert.
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FIGURE 5-2 This map shows the population distribution of the Métis by 1870. Research some
of the communities shown here. Are any still in existence? What are they like today?
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FIGURE 5-6 These maps show changes in the range of the bison herds before and after
1800. Compare these maps to a modern map of North America. Would the range of the
bison herds be any different today if their numbers had survived? Explain.

ACTIVITIES

1.
2.

Who would have found the Manitoba land assignments unfair? Why?

Given what you have learned so far, suggest some reasons why the Métis
were growing dissatisfied with the Canadian government.

With a partner, discuss what contributed the most to the Métis’ loss of
land and political power in Manitoba and the North-West Territories.
Was it the militia, the Canadian government, the Orange Order, or the
Métis themselves? Use written and visual evidence in this section to
support your argument.

As you read further in this chapter, note the consequences of the
destruction of the bison. How would these consequences affect interac-
tions between the Canadian government and Aboriginal peoples?

Changes Come to the Prairies
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Dip You Know...

Treaties continue to be
signed in Canada today.
Most reinforce or clarify the
rights of Aboriginal peoples
in a province or territory. In
later chapters, you will read
more about modern treaties
such as the Nisga’a Treaty.

WEB LINK

Read a copy of Treaty No. 6 on the
Pearson Web site.
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FIGURE 5-11 Treaties signed in the 1870s (including later extensions). Reserves were created
throughout the treaty areas, while the Métis children’s land grants were the only lands
officially allotted to the Métis. Why was the Canadian government not yet concerned about

territory farther north?

Treaty Rights

Under the terms of the numbered treaties, and those that followed in other
regions of Canada, Aboriginal peoples agreed to share their land in
exchange for specific rights. These rights included access to resources, health
care, and education. Many Aboriginal rights—such as the right to hunt or
fish, or to self-government—can be seen as rights Aboriginal peoples have
had for time immemorial. Other rights guaranteed under the treaties are
part of official, negotiated agreements with the government.

Aboriginal rights in Canada are protected under the Canadian
Constitution. However, there have been challenges to these rights, and
many Aboriginal groups have had to fight for recognition of their treaty
rights. You will learn more about some of these challenges in later chapters

of Horizons.

First Nations Farming

By the end of the 1870s, seven treaties were in place across the southern
Prairies. Many First Nations had already been escorted by the NWMP
onto the reserves, and they soon began to farm the land.

As you read in Chapter 2, First Nations such as the Ouendat and the
Haudenosaunee were successful farmers on the fertile lands around the
Great Lakes. They supplemented their hunting and fishing with crops such






Indian Act an act created to regulate
the lives of the First Nations of Canada

paternalistic an attitude based on a
family hierarchy—the “father” makes
decisions on behalf of the “children”

ward a minor under the care of a
guardian; in this case, the government
is the guardian

WEB LINK

For more information about the Indian
Act, visit the Pearson Web site.

Dip You Know...

The potlatch, an important
giving ceremony for First
Nations of the west coast,
was illegal in Canada

until 1951.

ACTIVITIES

The Indian Act

The Canadian government introduced the Indian Act in 1876. This act
formalized the assimilation of First Nations, providing government
administration of reserves and treaty rights across the Dominion. The Act
changed through time, with new regulations being applied as Canada
developed. The Indian Act had an enormous impact on the Aboriginal
peoples of Canada.

The paternalistic attitude of the government, which you explored in
Chapter 3, continued. In this case, the government made decisions on
behalf of Aboriginal peoples. Most decisions, as seen in the case of Hayter
Reed, were influenced either by prejudice or misunderstanding. The
Indian Act ruled that

+ First Nations were wards of the government, living only on reserves.

+ First Nations were required to register with the government; if they
did not, they were considered “non-status” and would lose their rights.

* Special passes were required to come and go from reserves. For some
time, Europeans were not allowed on the reserves, which created a
feeling of distrust between First Nations and their neighbours.

+ First Nations children had to attend residential schools. As you have
seen, the aim of residential schools was to assimilate First Nations
people.

+ Traditional ways of self-governance, such as choosing leaders, were
also denied, as were important ceremonies, such as the sun dance.

Many First Nations felt that the government had failed them. Poverty, iso-
lation, and the loss of their rights and freedoms caused profound discon-
tent. Was the outcome of this discontent unavoidable? Find out more as
you read this chapter.

1. How did the creation of the NWMP impact 4. Discuss the Indian Act with your class.

Canada? Identify and support two or three possible

consequences.

2. Why did the Canadian government want treaties to
be signed? Explain how the government’s attitude

a) Did the government have the right to make
decisions for Aboriginal peoples?

b) What effect would the Indian Act have on the
identity of First Nations in Canada?

had an impact on the agreements.

3. Some people believe the Canadian government

¢) In what ways would the Act have been different
if First Nations had been consulted?

demonstrated bad faith in terms of treaty agree-
ments. Others believe their actions were necessary
in building a nation. What do you think? Use
specific examples to support your answer.
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Planning the Railway

Immediately, the CPR Syndicate changed the planned route of the railway, a
route that ran through the fertile land between Saskatoon and Edmonton.
Because the northern Prairies was seen as good farmland, many land specu-
lators had moved into the area, buying land they hoped would be near the
rail line. However, the Syndicate wanted total control of the project and the
land the railway would cross, so they moved the line 300 km south. With

no speculators or homesteaders present, the CPR had control over the loca-
tion of railway stations and towns. The Syndicate also planned branch lines
north into the fertile belt, managing all rail traffic on the Prairies.

The change in route made the Canadian Pacific survey useless. The
new route would also have to cross the Monashee and Selkirk mountains
in British Columbia, and there was no known pass through the Selkirks.
Even as the CPR was being built across the southern Prairies, the route
through British Columbia was still being studied.

Construction, which began in the spring of 1881, did not go well at
first. Work was limited to the line between Winnipeg and Brandon, but by
the end of the year, only 230 km had been built. At this rate, the line would
not be completed within the promised 10 years. The Syndicate needed a
new general manager for the railway—someone with exceptional drive
and energy. They chose William Van Horne.

Dip You Know...

The southern Prairies were
known as Palliser’s Triangle,
after the Irish explorer who
had visited the area in the
1860s. Palliser thought the
area was far too dry for
farming. The CPR had a
report from John Macoun,
who had seen the area
during a wet period in the
early 1870s, so some
thought otherwise. Today,
the area is, in fact, too dry
for agriculture, unless the
land is irrigated.
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FIGURE 5-31 The change in route demanded by the CPR Syndicate. What advantages did this
change give to the CPR?
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The Hudson’s Bay Company in the Oregon Territory

In 1824, Hudson’s Bay Company (HBC) manager George Simpson toured
the HBC’s Oregon Territory posts. He felt that the company was not
making the best use of the region’s resources, so he decided to build a new
trading post on the north bank of the Columbia River, calling it Fort

Vancouver.

Fort Vancouver became the HBC’s main trading post in the Oregon
Territory. John McLoughlin, a French Canadian, was put in charge. He was
directed to expand the fur trade along the Pacific coast to offset the dwin-

dling fur stocks in the Northwest.

WEB LINK

Visit the Pearson Web site to learn
more about Fort Vancouver and
John MclLoughlin.

McLoughlin was a capable and efficient administrator. He was also a
realist. Because he knew that Americans were going to take up homesteads
in the region, he decided to take action to limit American competition

with the HBC’s trade. He encouraged
American colonists to settle south of the
Columbia River, instead of on the north
side. He even offered them supplies and
money to get established.

By the end of the 1830s, there was a
strong American presence south of the
Columbia River. Since the fur trade was
still going well, neither the HBC nor the
British government paid much attention
to this development.

The HBC did have competition from
the Russians, who had a number of fur-
trading posts along the northern part of
the coast. By 1839, the HBC and the
Russians had agreed that the Russians
would not operate south of 54°40' N
latitude (about where Prince Rupert is
today). In exchange, the HBC would
supply the Russians with food from their
farms around Fort Vancouver and on
Puget Sound.

In 1841, George Simpson revisited the
HBC posts in the Pacific coast region.
Disappointed that the coastal fur trade
had not expanded as much as he had
hoped, he decided to cut costs. All trading
posts along the coast were to be closed,
with the exception of Fort Simpson. The
steamship Beaver would be used to trade
with coastal First Nations communities.
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FIGURE 6-1 The Oregon Territory in the 1830s. Find the Columbia River on
the map and follow its course to the Pacific. Why did it seem to be a natural
boundary between the fur traders and the colonists?
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Many First Nations from outside southern Vancouver Island had come
to Victoria hoping to find work in the gold rush, but they were now
ordered to go home. As they travelled north, the smallpox went with them,
and the disease spread. On Haida Gwaii, over 70 percent of the population
died in the summer of 1862, and villages that had existed for thousands of
years were suddenly empty. It is estimated that by the time the smallpox
epidemic had run its course, over half of the coastal First Nations popula-
tion had died.

Immigration

During the Fraser and Cariboo Gold Rushes, more than 35 000 people
arrived from all over the world to seek their fortunes. This increase was
only temporary; by the middle of the 1860s, the gold was running out and
the miners were leaving. The population of both colonies dwindled to less
than 10 000 people.

With fewer people to pay taxes, government revenue dropped. By
1865, the colony of Vancouver Island was $300 000 in debt, and the colony
of British Columbia owed more than one million dollars. In 1866, both
colonies sought loans from local banks to pay their employees, but the
banks refused.

The only solution was to unite the colonies. The British Colonial
Office agreed, not wanting to subsidize two colonial governments. On
August 6, 1866, the two colonies were officially united as the colony of
British Columbia.
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New Economic Opportunities for British Columbia

With Confederation and the coming of the railway, British Columbia
was no longer isolated from the rest of Canada. While earlier trade had
focused on north—south trade with the United States, it was now clear that
other provinces in Canada were vast potential markets, and this immedi-
ately drew the attention of producers and business owners eastward.
Exports of natural resources, in particular, saw an increase following
the completion of the railway. For example, the immigration boom in the
Prairies created a high demand for lumber to build new homes. The popu-
lation of British Columbia also began to grow, as the railway made travel
through the mountains easier. A greater population meant a larger work-
force, and the economy soon prospered. Travel for leisure was also now
an option, and the CPR also became a mode of transportation for
Canadian tourists drawn to the majestic beauty of the Rocky Mountains.
Goods could now flow easily through the province, both to and from
the rest of Canada and to Asian markets. As you have read, Vancouver
would develop into an international port, vital to the import and export of
goods to and from Canada, as a result of its location and the railway link
to the rest of the continent.

ACTIVITIES
1. Explain why Vancouver developed later than other areas of British
Columbia?

2. Describe how geography and the coming of the railway influenced
changes in the flow of goods in and out of British Columbia.

3. “Historical figures like Gassy Jack are colourful, but not significant.”
Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Share your opinion with
a partner.

4. Examine Van Horne's decision regarding the relocation of the CPR
terminus.

a) Why did Van Horne relocate the terminus?

b) Imagine you are a land speculator in Port Moody in 1884. Write a
letter to William Van Horne explaining why you think his decision
iS wrong.

5. Did Vancouver earn the title “Gateway to the Pacific”? Explain.
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imperialist someone who practises
or supports imperialism, the policy of
one nation acquiring, controlling, or
dominating another country or region

mother country a term describing
the country immigrants came from

Imperialism: A French-English Split

For Laurier, Canada’s relationship with Britain was a difficult problem.
Most English Canadians were proud of being in the British Empire.
Supporters of the Empire were known as imperialists. French Canadians,
on the other hand, felt little pride in Canada being part of the British
Empire, even as a self-governing colony.

Canada’s involvement in the South African War, also known as the
Boer War, split the country along French—English lines. In 1899, Britain
controlled much of Africa. Because of newly discovered gold and diamonds
in South Africa, Britain attempted to extend its control of the region.
Descendants of early Dutch colonists, called Boers, resisted the British
advance, leading to war in 1899.

The British government called on its colonies for support. Most
English Canadians supported sending Canadian troops to help Britain.
French Canadians sympathized with the Boers. They did not think
Canada should get involved in an unjust imperialist war. Laurier compro-
mised: Canada would equip and transport only volunteers. Still, English
Canadians thought Canada should do more to help the mother country.
French Canadians pointed out that Canada was getting involved in a place
with no real connection to Canada.
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FIGURE 7-2 Of the European powers, Britain had the largest empire in land and population.
Many residents of imperialist nations believed themselves to be superior to the people

they had colonized. How was this view reflected in Europeans’ attitudes and behaviour
toward Canada’s Aboriginal peoples? What attitude do you think most Canadians have
toward imperialism today?










Panel 5 “Don't wear yourself out!”
“I need to get onto the Yukon River before the spring
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Panel 7 “| can’t believe I'm finally here.”
“Nearly 200 000 people are here now!”

Panel 9 “I thought Dawson was a roaring boom town!”
“It must be Sunday. Sam Steele locks the place up tight
from midnight Saturday to Monday morning. You can’t
even cut firewood on Sunday.”
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Panel 6 Brendan and Dorothy join the two other miners
to build a boat to use on the Yukon River after the ice
breaks up in the spring.

7

Panel 8 Brendan walks with other miners as they pass
casinos, saloons, and hotels advertising steam baths,
running water, electricity, and telephones. They also see
banks, a hospital, and a school.

Panel 10 “It's so expensive here... I'm going to the
goldfields, but | guess I'd better look for a job and leave
the gold for now. But I'll get to the gold. No matter how
long it takes.”
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subsidies financial support to
businesses to encourage projects
considered to be in the public interest

Dip You Know...

Towns along the new rail
lines on the Prairies and

in British Columbia were
named starting with A and
going through the alphabet
to Z as many times as
necessary. Towns were

Railways to Everywhere

As more people settled on the Prairies, the demand for new rail lines and
faster travel for people and goods increased. Prairie farmers complained
about the monopoly of the CPR and the high freight rates it charged. Two
rival companies asked for federal and provincial government aid to build
new rail lines. The Macdonald government had built one transcontinental
railway; the Laurier government would better it by building two.

The Canadian Northern Railway used government subsidies to extend
lines it was building on the Prairies east to Quebec and west to the Pacific.
Investors such as William Mackenzie and Donald Mann received more
than $200 million in subsidies and land grants from the British Columbia
government to expand their business empire from rail lines to mining and
shipping.

The Grand Trunk Railway also went from coast to coast. The Laurier
government even agreed to build railways in eastern Canada to service
areas not covered by the CPR. In the west, the Grand Trunk Pacific went
through the Yellowhead Pass to Prince Rupert.

However, the First World War stopped both the flow of immigrants
and capital for industry. The new railways were no longer profitable and
faced bankruptcy. The government joined all railways that did not belong

spaced every 18 km, to the CPR to form the Canadian National Railways, which was “to be
owned by the people of Canada.”
“5 [ ) ) 7 > ~T
o == V\j 3 o
Territory \ N
sk ;’A Whitehorse Northwest T ritories NS fq}
agway, N o -
Q AeN o LABRADOR
SEA
) 7 q v
5
. HUDSON
Vancoi ATLANTIC
'/’ OCEAN
PACIFIC
OCEAN ova Scotia

Montreal /
—Qttawa A==

—— Canadian Northern Railway
— Canadian Pacific Railway
—— Grand Trunk Railway

—— White Pass and Yukon Route

Portland
—— Grand Trunk Pacific Railway
Intercolonial Railway

—— National Transcontinental
Railway

7
/4
R <4
70 ario

Z’

200 400 600
| e

kilometres

Z a

\

256 Chapter 7

FIGURE 7-10 By 1914 new railways allowed settlers to move away from the CPR’s southern
route. What might be the consequences for an already established community if it were
bypassed by the new rail lines?



Railway Cities

Many large cities in western Canada exist because of the railways. They

often began as small fur-trade centres whose locations were originally

chosen because of their site or situation. site the features of the land on which
Saskatoon, Edmonton, Prince George, and Prince Rupert were selected erg‘;'jgfr’;ts's built, such as elevation

as divisional points on the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway. They all grew into

major centres as a result of the coming of the railway. The rail yards and situation the position of a settlement
. K . in relation to its surrounding area,

station became the hub from which the city expanded. However, when the including its relationship to other

automobile became more popular, the railway lost its central position. settlements and routes

Site and Situation Factors
in the Location of Railway Cities

Transportation Nodes
e Route centres: where several valleys meet
e Confluence towns: where rivers join
e Gap towns: offer routes through hills or mountains

Water Fuel/Energy
Supply Sources

mEsnsnnnnnsnnsnsssi Railway Cities INEEnSEEEEEEEEREREE

™

Bridging Points Relief
Crossing rivers Flat, low-lying land

Resources Ease of
Helps city grow Communication

FIGURE 7-11 Cities grow because of the location factors shown above. Use an atlas to locate
a railway city in British Columbia. How many of these factors can you identify within the
community? Which of them would you consider to be the most important? Why?

ACTIVITIES

1. a) State three reasons for the rapid growth in immi- 5. Why do you think more immigrants continued to
gration to Canada after 1896. prefer the United States to Canada? To what extent

i i i ?
b) List three problems resulting from the arrival of 15 il sl s ot

SO many immigrants. 6. Why was there a rush to build so many railways
during the Laurier period? Were all railways

2. How accurate was it to call western Canada the ,
needed? Explain your answer.

“Last Best West”? Explain your answer.

7. Why did the government step in to create the
3. What push and pull factors would apply to each of
P P . Canadian National Railways? Find recent examples

these immigrant groups: Americans, Asians, L ) i
of governments stepping in to assist private

Britons, and Europeans? companies. What do you think of this use of tax
4. Imagine you are an immigrant to Canada in the revenues?

Laurier era. Write a letter home describing your

experience homesteading on the Prairies.
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S CIR RTS8 Analyzing Statistics

Historians use sources you are
already familiar with: documents,
photographs, diaries, and news-
papers. Statistics are another
source of information involving
the collection of data such as
population growth, immigration,
and income.

At first glance, statistics may
not provide as clear a picture
of the past as a photo might.
Yet information about changes in
wages or immigration can provide
a broader view of what Canada
was like in a particular era.

Statistics also show trends.
For example, by 1914 the origin
of the population of Alberta was
mostly American. This trend may
explain later political or social

APPLY IT

developments in that province.
Other statistics related to literacy or
working hours can open a window
into people’s lives.

Historians get a lot of informa-
tion from census data compiled
by Statistics Canada. Much of the
information shown here comes
from that source. Other sources of
statistics include government
departments, Canada Yearbooks,
industries, and union files.

Sometimes companies will
release only favourable statistics.
Sources such as Statistics Canada
are generally considered reliable
and impartial. However, it is always
a good idea to ask questions before
accepting the accuracy of statistics.

Patterns and Change

¢ Who provided the statistics?
What was their purpose? Are
they from a reliable source?

® Are there any gaps in the data?
If statistics for almost all years
are provided, why are certain
years left out?

¢ Has the information been
presented in a way that could
alter the reader’s perception
of it? For example, does a
graph showing statistics use
a consistent scale?

census an official count of a population,

often including information such as age,
language, and work

1.

What pattern is evident in Table 1?7 What factors
might have contributed to this pattern?

Examine Tables 2-5 on page 261. As you read,
consider three trends or patterns you notice. What
jumps out at you? Record your findings.

Examine Tables 6, 7, and 8. What information does
the data in these tables tell you about changes in
Canada'’s economy during those years?

Look at the data in Tables 10 and 11. What is
something historians would find important?

What might this tell us about working conditions at
the time?

260 Chapter 7

5. Support your response to the following with
evidence from these pages:

a) What additional statistics might give you a fuller
picture of the period?

b) How accurate a picture of the period is given
by the statistics alone?

6. Do you think statistics today are more or less
reliable than they were in the Laurier era? Explain.



TABLE1 Aboriginal Population of B.C. TABLE2 Population of Canada
Aboriginal % of B.C. 1891 4833239
Population* ulation
optiiation pop 1901 5371315
1881 | 25 661 51.9% 1911 7 206 842
1891 | 27 305 27.8% 2006 32 649 500
1901 | 28 949 16.2%
1911 | 20174 51% TABLE3 Immigration and Emigration
* Includes only those with status under the Indian Act Years Population| Immigration | Emigration
1901-1911| 7.207M 1.55M 740.000
TABLE4 Immigrant Arrivals in Canada TABLE5 Population of the Prairie Provinces
(Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba)
Year | Britain u.s. Others Total
1901 419512
1897 | 113383 2412 7921 123716
1906 808 863
1901 | 118 101 7987 19 352 145 440
1911 1328725
1908 | 120182 58 312 83975 | 262 469
1916 1698 220
1913 | 150 542 139009 | 112881 | 402432
TABLE6 Total $ Value of Minerals TABLE7  Acres of Wheat in Canada
Produced in Canada
1891 2701213
1891 18976 616
1901 4224 542
1901 65 797 911
1911 8864 154
1911 103 220 994
1916 15369 709
TABLE8 Exportin$ Importin $ TABLE9 Literacy
1891 88671738 111 533 954 1901 6%
1901 177 431 386 177 930 919 1911 11%
1911 274 316 553 452 724 603

TABLE 10 Working Time and Wages

TABLE 11 Wage on Farms per Month in $

1901 56.7 hrs/week Male Female
Average Wage | $16/week 1901 24.32 N/A
1911 52.2 hrs/week 1908 33.69 19.08
Average Wage | $21/wveek 1914 35.55 18.81
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The Big Strike

In the early 1900s, Vancouver Island coal mines were known for their
high-quality coal. They were also known for their dangerous working con-
ditions. In 1912, a two-year strike started when workers decided to fight
for better working conditions.

For years the Dunsmuir family had controlled the coal industry on
Vancouver Island. Workers toiled long hours for poor wages. Hundreds of
miners were injured or killed in frequent explosions, and the Dunsmuirs
were known to have little concern for safety. To replace striking miners, they
hired strikebreakers and Asian workers, who agreed to work for poor wages.

In 1910 the mines were sold, and the new owners tried to increase
profits by cutting wages. After two years, the miners in Extension went on
strike. The strike then spread to Nanaimo, Ladysmith, and Cumberland.

It lasted for four years.

In 1913, strikers’ families were thrown out of their company-owned
houses with little notice, forcing them to camp on beaches. After distur-
bances in Nanaimo and Cumberland, the government called in the militia,
and a mass arrest of strikers followed: 179 miners were arrested, and 39
were sent to prison. This was the biggest mass arrest in British Columbia’s
history until the arrest of environmental protesters at Clayoquot Sound
80 years later.

FIGURE 7-16 Striking mine workers
and their families parade in Ladysmith
in 1913. Is the government ever
justified in using the militia and the
courts to deal with protest? Discuss.

ACTIVITIES

1.

What attracted immigrants and rural workers to
Canada’s cities? Describe the living and working
conditions they experienced there.

strike. Consider whose point of view you wish to
portray (workers, owners, or government).

Use the Internet to locate provincial and federal

2. Summarize the conditions and issues that led work- government policies that are in place today to pro-
ers to form unions during this period. tect both business owners and workers.
3. Create a political cartoon that captures the major 5. Research the working conditions of migrant workers
issues and events of the Vancouver Island mining today, particularly farm workers. Examine work-
place safety, wages, and rights.
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Dip You Know...

According to the 2006
census, visible minorities
made up 24.8 percent of
British Columbia’s
population, the highest
among all provinces. The
two largest groups were
Chinese (10 percent) and
South Asian (6.4 percent).

272 Chapter 7

Closing the Door on Immigration

What factors might lead a country to close its doors to immigrants? The
people of Canada were split in their reactions to Clifford Sifton’s open-
door immigration policy. Business owners tended to support the growth of
immigration because the arrival of so many people gave them a cheap pool
of labour, as well as markets for their products. However, many groups of
Canadians began to resent the increasing numbers of immigrants during
these years. There were four main reasons for their objections:

+ Some labour unions saw unskilled immigrant workers as a threat to
their members’ jobs and livelihoods.

+ Some British Canadians feared that immigrants from eastern,
central, and southern Europe would change the British character of
the country.

* Some French-Canadians feared that their culture would decline as
they became a smaller percentage of the population.

+ Racial prejudice was also widespread. People of African or Asian
origin were not accepted by many Canadians.

British Columbia and Immigration: A Difficult Issue

Immigration policy was an especially difficult issue in British Columbia.
Employers in the mines, forests, and canneries encouraged the arrival of
hard-working Asian immigrants who were willing to accept less pay,
sometimes as low as half, compared to other workers. However, many
British Columbians felt their jobs were threatened by Clifford Sifton’s
open-door policy. They demanded the federal government restrict Asian
immigration.

In 1905, Frank Oliver replaced Sifton as the federal Minister of the
Interior. He agreed with those who wished to reduce the number of non-
white immigrants. Oliver brought in a more selective immigration policy
that was particularly aimed at Asian immigrants. Both the federal and
provincial governments began to restrict Chinese, Japanese, and South
Asian immigration.

British Columbia Population by Ethnic Origin, 1901-1921

Year British European Asian

1901 106 403 21784 19524
1911 266 295 69 799 30 864
1921 387513 72 743 39739

How does the increase in British population compare with the other two groups?
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